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About ICOPEC

Perspective

The notion of “political economy” does not sound familiar nowadays. Dating back to earlier times, the term
was employed by the members of the classical school of economics like Smith and Ricardo, who were its first
exponents succeeded by Marx. Ever since the rise of the neo-classical school, the term “economics” has been
preferred. The term “political economy”, however, has a broader meaning encompassing economics, as well. As
if it is divorced from other social phenomena, in our age, the discipline of economics is defined as a technical
field of expertise characterized by a level of objectivity similar to that of natural sciences, due to the fact that
economic phenomena are measured in numbers and illustrated on graphs.

The deliberate employment of the term “political economy” in the title “International Conference on Political
Economy” implies the fact that economics is perceived as an integral part of social phenomena in this confer-
ence. Accordingly, even if economic institutions and relations form the foundations of society in the contempo-
rary world, economic development is dependent on social power and dynamics, while economic policies, per
se, are shaped by not only technical processes but also diverse interests and choices. Within this context, politics
is involved in every encounter between different economic classes, social groups and genders being shaped by
the visions of a better life as the subject matter of philosophy, ethics and religion and at times it finds its best ex-
pression in art. Law, on the other hand, is the embodiment of all social relations which are, in essence, political.

Thus, this conference does not reduce society to market relations despite viewing economy in the heart of social
relations. It, above all, considers the society as a political entity. Indeed, everything constitutes the subject matter
of politics. The arguments in favour of purifying market relations of the influence of politics and the discourse
that they take place in their own right serve to disguise the conflicts of interest and power asymmetries inherent
therein. This conference regards man as a homo politicus, as Aristoteles put it, rather than a homo economicus.

The aim of this conference is to recount the age and the world that we live in not just by presenting an image but
through recognizing the potentials they offer. To this end, it evaluates the development of modern society from
a historical perspective, with specific emphasis on the long-term trends and dynamics, trying to distinguish the
permanent from the temporary. In this conference, the significance of subjective social / political struggles is
not underestimated. Such struggles are rather accounted for within the context of objective conditions for the
pursuit of happiness on the part of the masses can only be understood on the basis of an objective analysis of
conditions and trends. Ethically, the conference has an analytical rather than a descriptive approach, regarding
science as approaching existing phenomena critically and researching the alternatives to such phenomena.

Focusing on a specific topic every year, the conference also aims at continuity in terms of the topics elaborated
upon thereby providing a forum for the further discussion of the papers and presentations of the previous year’s
conference.
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A Brief History of the Conference

We started our series of conferences with the title “Adam Smith in Our Day”, intending to organize a conference
approaching Adam Smith, regarded as the founder of political economy, from the perspective of his works on
both political economy and theory of ethics as well as with reference to his prominence and significance in our
time. The papers presented in the conference expressed a leftist criticism of classical political economy due to
the influence of the emerging global economic crisis. Indeed, the same crisis determined the topic of the fol-
lowing two conferences: “(Economic) Crisis and Development” and “Labour Markets and Employment”. The
aim of the former was to analyze the global economic crisis not only through its financial dimension but also
from the perspective of all its economic and non-economic aspects with a historical approach on the basis of
changing economic policies; while the latter aimed to discuss the relationship between job markets and em-
ployment in general, as well as the surge in unemployment caused by the crisis, in particular, as they relate to
the changes in economic policies. In the last two conferences, the focus was on the specific characteristics of
globalization. Our fourth conference entitled “Flexibility” was organized with a view to analyzing flexibility, a
notion which constitutes one of the basic trends of globalization, within a broad context ranging from labour
relations to private life and personality traits. The papers presented in this particular conference made it clear
that the notion of “flexibility” was predominantly studied in the academia in terms of its negative consequences
in labour relations. Our fifth conference “The Reason of the Age” aimed to understand the mentality of the age,
directing criticism against the rightist mentality, which advocates a “market / business” approach not only in
the economic field but also in political and social fields.

This series of conferences, hosted by their chief organizer Kocaeli University, could certainly not come into ex-
istence without the continuous support of its partners. The first conference was organized in 2009 with the col-
laboration of Kocaeli University, Canakkale Onsekiz Mart University and Silesian University (Czech Republic).
In the second conference, the organizers were joined by Westminister University (United Kingdom), which re-
placed Canakkale Onsekiz Mart University. Westminister University acted as one of the chief organizers there-
after. IRES Piemonte Socio-Economic Research Institute of Piedmont (Italy), Technical University of Ostrava
(Czech Republic), University of Belgrade (Serbia), and the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru joined the
organization committee, in the third, fourth and fifth conferences, respectively. Among the constant supporters
of the conference, The Central Bank of the Republic of Turkey, TUBITAK and Kristal-Is should be mentioned.

The keynote speakers were Vivienne Brown and Tiilin Ongen, Ering Yeldan, Fuat Ercan, Ali Hakan Kara, Pierre
Dardot, Gilbert Archar and Cihan Ziya Tugal in the first, second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth conferences, re-
spectively. Among the invited speakers were Hillel Ticktin, Richard Gunn, Micheal Perelman, Gerard Dumenil,
Jamie Gough, Giineri Akalin, E. Ahmet Tonak, Sungur Savran, Atilla Goktiirk, Serpahim Seferiades,N. Emrah
Aydinonat, Ding Alada, Yahya Sezai Tezel, Paul Zarembka, John Weeks, Berch Berberoglu, Ering Yeldan, Ke-
mal Yildirim, Dorothy Noyes, Sadi Uzunoglu, Izzettin Onder, Alfredo Saad Filho, Turan Yay, Ahmet Hasim
Kose, Mehmet Tiirkay, Galip Yalman, Korkut Alp Ertiirk, Ingo Schimidt, Ugur Selcuk Akalin, Mustafa S6nmez,
Levent Koker, Kerem Alkin, Mike O’Donnell ve Sohrab Behdad.

Information concerning the profiles of participants and listeners of the conferences is also pertinent in giving
an overview. In all the conferences, the rate of the foreign presenters was 16-38 %, while the rate of those partic-
ipating as listeners from foreign countries was 11-32 %. As for the rate of those participating as listeners on the
basis of their genders, the percentage of female listeners was 25-42. The conferences have evolved into discus-
sions in front of students rather than merely a platform for academicians and this has resulted in an increase in
the number of participants. It is our aim to further increase the number of presentations by foreign participants
together with the number of listeners and presenters participating in our conferences.

-X|-
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ICOPEC’e Dair

Perspektif

Ekonomi politik kavrami bugiinlerde kulaklara pek tanidik gelmiyor. Kokeni daha eskiye giden kavrami Smith
ve Ricardo gibi klasik okul mensuplar1 kullandilar, Marx da devraldi. Neo-klasik okulun ortaya ¢ikisindan beri
artik iktisat kavramu tercih ediliyor. Oysa ekonomi politik kavraminin iktisad1 da i¢ine alan daha genis bir imasi
vardi. Cagimizda iktisat disiplini, diger toplumsal kertelerden bagimsizmisgasina, iktisadi olgularin rakamlarla
olgiildiigi, grafikler tizerinde gosterildigi, doga bilimleri benzeri bir objektiflik iddias: tasityan teknik bir uz-
manlik alani olarak tarif ediliyor.

Uluslararas: Ekonomi Politik Konferansi politik iktisat kavramu tercihi ile toplumu bir biitiin olarak inceleme
nesnesi gordiigiinii ima eder. Buna goére, modern zamanlarda iktisadi kurum ve iligkiler toplumun temelinde
olsa da, iktisadi gelisim toplumsal gii¢ ve dinamiklere baghdur, iktisat politikalari ise sadece teknik siireglerin
degil ayn1 zamanda farkli ¢ikar ve tercihlerin konusudur. Bu anlamda siyaset, farkli ekonomik siniflar, toplumsal
gruplar, cinsiyetler arasinda her yerde belirir; felsefenin, ahlakin, dinin konusunu olusturan iyi yasam tasav-
vurlari arasinda sekillenir, bazen sanatsal ifade bi¢imleri bulur. Hukuk da aslinda siyasi olan biitiin toplumsal
iliskilerin bir 6zetini verir.

Dolayisiyla Konferans, ekonomiyi toplumsal iligkilerin temelinde gormekle beraber, toplumu piyasa iliskilerine
indirgemez. Toplumu her seyden 6nce siyasal bir birliktelik olarak goriir. O halde her sey siyasetin konusudur.
Siyasetten arindirma séylemleri kendiliginden oldugu tahayytil edilmek istenen piyasa iliskileri igerisindeki
gikar farkliliklarini ve gii¢ esitsizliklerini gizlemeye hizmet eder. Konferans insani iktisadi varlik olmaktan
once, Aristoteles’in de vurguladig: iizere, siyasi varlik olarak goriir.

Konferans yasadigimiz ¢ag1 ve diinyay1 anlamak ister. Sadece fotografini cekmek degil, icinde tasidig1 potansi-
yelleri de gormek ister. Bunun i¢in modern toplumun gelisimine tarihsel bir perspektifle bakar; uzun dénemli
egilimleri ve dinamikleri arar; kalic1 ve gegici olan1 ayrigtirmaya calisir. Oznel toplumsal/siyasal miicadelelerin
6nemini kiigiimsemez, ancak onlar1 da nesnel kosul ve olanaklar ¢ergevesinde agiklamaya calisir. Genis kesim-
lerin mutlulugunu nesnel kosul ve egilimler tizerinde aramay1 6nerir.

Etik agidan, Konferans betimlemeden ¢ok analiz etmeyi, olana elestirel yaklasmay1 ve olanin yaninda olmasi
istenebilecek olas1 alternatifleri aragtirmayi bilim yapmak olarak goriir ve tegvik eder.

Konferans her yil yeni bir tema belirlemesine karsin bir sorun gelenegi de olusturmak ister ve 6nceki teblig ve
tartigmalarin devamini tegvik eder.

Tarihge

Konferans serimize “Giiniimiizde Adam Smith” ile basladik. Politik iktisadin kurucusu kabul edilen Smith’i,
politik iktisat alanindaki eserini ahlak teorisi alanindaki eseriyle birlikte ve gagimiz i¢in anlam ve 6nemi ile bir-
likte diistinen bir konferans hedefledik. Konferansa gelen tebliglerin bir kismi yeni baglamis kiiresel ekonomik
krizin de etkisiyle klasik politik iktisadin soldan elestirisini iceriyordu. Kriz, sonraki iki konferansin da konu-
sunu belirledi: “Kriz ve Kalkinma”, krizi sadece finans boyutuyla degil, ekonomi ve ekonomi-dis1 tiim yonleriyle
ve tarihsel bir yaklagimla iktisat politikalarindaki degisime bagli olarak ele almay; “Emek Piyasalar1 ve Istih-
dam” ise genel olarak is piyasalari ve istihdam arasindaki iliskiyi ve 6zel olarak da krizin tiim diinyada aniden
yiikselmesine sebep oldugu igsizligi ekonomi politikalarindaki degisiklige bagli olarak acgiklamay1 amagcladi.
Son iki konferansta ise kiiresellesme doneminin temel 6zelliklerine bakma firsat: bulduk. Dérdiincii konfer-
ansimiz “Esneklik’, kiiresellesme doneminin temel egilimlerinden birini, ¢aligma iliskilerinden 6zel hayata ve
kisiliklere kadar her alanda goriilen esnekligi ele almak istedi. Gelen tebligler esnekligin en ¢ok ¢aligma iligkil-
erinde yarattig1 olumsuz sonuglari ile akademik arastirmanin giindeminde oldugunu gésterdi. Besinci konfer-
ansimiz “Cagin AKI1’, ¢agin zihniyet diinyasini anlamay1 hedefledi ve sadece ekonomik alanda degil, siyasette ve
tim toplumsal alanlarda piyasa/sirket mantigiyla diisiinmeyi 6neren yeni-sag akla elestirel bicimde odakland.
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7. International Conference of Political Economy

ICOPEC 2016 Batman Universitesi iktisadi ve idari Bilimler Fakiltesi ve Marmara Universitesi
iktisat Fakdltesi tarafindan ingiltere'den Westminster Universitesi, italya'dan Piedmont Sosyal
ve Ekonomik Arastirmalar Enstitiisti, Cek Cumhuriyeti'nden Ostrava Teknik Universitesi Ekonomi
Fakdiltesi, Sirbistan'dan Belgrad Universitesi, Hindistan'dan GITAM Uluslararasi isletme Fakdiltesi,
Algirah Universitesi (Hindistan) ve Peru'dan Lima Ponitifika Katolik Universitesi'nin isbirligi ile
gerceklestiriimektedir.

7. Konferansin ana temasi "Devlet, Ekonomi Politikasi, Vergilendirme ve Kalkinma" olarak
belirlenmistir. Bununla beraber, ICOPEC 2016 asagida belirtilen politik iktisadin kapsamindaki
tim alt baslik ve alanlara aciktir.

7.1COPEC 2016 istanbul'da 28-30 Haziran 2016 tarihlerinde gerceklestirilecektir.
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